
MILLION 
CHILDREN 
AROUND THE 
WORLD ARE  
INVOLVED IN THE 
WORST FORMS OF 
CHILD LABOUR - 
NEARLY 15 TIMES 
THE POPULATION 
OF CANADA. 
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WHO 
Child labourers are boys 
and  girls of various ages 
working  the world over, 
many in the worst forms 
of child labour. 

BY THE NUMBERS

152,000,000 
The number of 
child labourers 
around the world.

71% of child
labourers work in the 
agriculture sector.

48% of child
labourers are in the 
5–11 age bracket.

WHAT
The worst forms of child 
labour involve work that is 
hazardous to a child’s 
physical and mental health. 
Children are forced to 
work against their will, 
which is a form of 
modern-day slavery. 
Hazards include:

 

CHILD LABOUR:
THE ISSUE

no child should

ever be for sale
Join the fiGht to end child slavery

• Exposure to diseases,
chemicals and
carcinogens.

• Operating dangerous
equipment, and
machinery built for
adults.

• Lifting and carrying
heavy objects.

• Working long hours in
poor conditions or hot,
dark and unsafe
environments.

visit www.nochildforsale.ca

Boys at 
greater risk 
There are 23 million  
more boys than girls in  
child labour.

WORK VS LABOUR 
“Child work” is work that is 
age-appropriate, safe and does 
not compromise schooling. A 
child might work around the 
house or assist in farm tasks. 
This work helps a child develop 
and gain life experience.  

“Child labour” on the other 
hand, refers to jobs that may 
be physically, mentally or psy-
chologically damaging, and 
deprives a child of proper 
education. In its worst forms, a 
child is exposed to danger, 
injury or death. 

Children are not 
commodities. But millions 
of children around the 
world have their futures 
sold off working in dirty, 
dangerous and degrading 
conditions. In Canada, we 
do everything to protect 
our children. This level of 
safety needs to be 
extended to children who 
work day in and day out.  

Trapped on fishing boats. 
Pushed to work in 
dangerous mines, fields or
factories. Tricked into 
sexual service. Forced to 
beg on the street. Sold 
into domestic slavery or 
marriage. This work 
damages children's bodies, 
minds and sacrifices their 
future. Their lives are
given to benefit others. 

Join the fight to protect 
children from slavery by 
amplifying your voice for 
justice, and by making 
conscious choices. May 
your passion reflect the 
desire to see every child 
experiencing life in all its 
fullness.



no child should

ever be for sale
Join the fiGht to end child slavery WHY 

The underlying cause for 
child labour is poverty. 
They are victims of 
hardship,  natural disasters 
or war. They work to 
survive, to provide for 
themselves or to help 
support their families.  

In many instances where 
families send their children 
to work, parents are 
unaware their children are 
leaving to work in dangerous 
jobs. Unscrupulous 
employers and traffickers, 
along with a worldwide 
demand for cheap goods - 
not to mention ineffective or 
uneforced labour laws, 
perpetuate the epidemic.

Twelve-year-old Kanya sits on the roof of her 
home from morning to sunset, sewing thick pieces 
of leather into shoes. She does not attend school. 

This is the fate of the many children in Agra, 
India who are part of the shoemaking industry. 
Her hands ache constantly from trying to pierce 
the hard leather. 

Child labourer’s like Kanya make shoes 
which are passed along a chain, destined for 
domestic and international markets.

71% IN AGRICULTURE 
Boys and girls may be involved 
in farming, hunting, fishing and 
forestry. They may be herding 
live-stock, harvesting crops, 
hauling heavy loads or handling 
danger-ous tools. They may be 
exposed to extreme 
temperatures and toxic 
chemicals and pesticides.

17% IN SERVICES  
Child labourers work in wholesale 
and retail trades, in restaurants 
and hotels; they transport and 
collect garbage, and they work as 
maids, housekeepers, nannies, 
cooks, cleaners and caretakers. 
Tragically, they are also employed 
in drug trafficking and prostitution 
services.

12% IN INDUSTRY  
Kids work in mining, quarrying, 
manufacturing and construction. 
They’re found inside factories 
and sweatshops; outside laying 
bricks and cutting stone. They 
mine for underground and 
underwa-ter. In doing work 
designed for grownups, the 
dangers are real.

You’ve already begun. Being
aware of child slavery is the
first step in eliminating it.

Despite the incredible scale of 
the issue, progress has been 
made - there are 94 million 
less child labourers worldwide 
than there were in 2000. Build 
on this global momentum by 
taking part in these three 
ways.

Encourage transparency and action. 
Engage in dialogue with companies 
rather than accusing or boycotting 
them. Ask questions like "How does 
your company know if its products 
are not the result of child labour? 

Sign the petition.
Ask the Government of Canada to 
require companies to share how 
they are addressing child labour 
and modern slavery in their global 
supply chains. Go to 
www.nochildforsale.ca to sign.

SOURCES: http://www.alliance87.org/global_estimates_of_child_labour-results_and_trends_2012-2016.pdf

WHERE

How to help 

visit www.nochildforsale.ca

The sad truth is that boys and 
girls are engaged in the worst 
forms of child labour all over 
the globe. Out of 72 million 
children worldwide, 32 million 
are found in Africa. The Africa 
region and the Asia and the 
Pacific region together host 
nine out of every ten children 
in child labour.

A Shoemaker in India 

Make informed purchasing 
decisions. 
Buy from those companies 
that have demonstrated a 
commitment to addressing 
child and forced labour. Look 
for the symbols to the right 
or take part in World Vision 
Canada's Conscious 
Consumer Challenge.

1.

2.

3.




